


Solar-wise in
the Southwes

Energy-smart and style-conscious, a contemporary New Mexico
house refines solar design with European detailing

ysteriously shaped items

were packed among the

clothes in the suitcases of

transplanted German ph
cist Michael Holzscheiter when he traveled
from Wiesbaden to Los Alamos, New Mexico,
birthplace of the atomic bomb. Though the ob-
jects didn’t set off any alarms, he chuckles m
chievously at the thought of customs agents,
under alert, discovering the questionable items
t0 be European plumbing fixtures.

Michael and his wife Karin were actually en
route to Tesuque, just outside Santa Fe, where
they would build a new home on a rolling, five-
acre site. They were intent on taking advantage
of the best of both worlds: German-engineered
fixtures and lighting technology and American
state-of-the-art solar construction.

Santa Fe architect Bruce Davis, who has an
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foot adobe, glass and metal structure for the,
Holzscheiters that expresses their sophisticated
European tastes in a contemporary interpreta-
tion of New Mexican vernacular, The design
hybnd avoids local style clichés while remaining

in the unmistakably Santa Fe landscape,
its natural, earthy aura and pure, clear light.
Observes Davis, “As Europeans, the Holz-
scheiters were able to see the American South-
west with fresh eyes. They wanted me to take
advantage of the land they had bought, and par-
ticularly its views.”
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Above: I tiny Tesuque,
New Mexico, Aprl snow
covers the adobe-and-
‘metal structure, which
‘adapts traditonal local
material. Left Inside, the
adobe s whitewashed.
Opposite:Ina nod to Na-
tive American healing.
arts, German-born Karin
uses teepee to house her
therapeutic massage
practice




This Euro-Southwest design hybrid blends
with the unmistakably Santa Fe landscape,
its natural, earthy aura and pure, clear light.

Above: For an enhanced he Holzscheiters originally wanted
snol the an atrium house that would have re-
partidon wallseparating quired too much square footage for
e an under-$200,000 budget. Instead, Davis cre-

ated a structure in which a greenhouse dining
'.':",':"“"”" F room forms the bridge between two rectangles,
 mmdates astereo 0N for the public lving arca and the other
closet, photo darkroom housing the two bedrooms and baths. Semicir-
and, on the kitchenside,a _ cular patios on cither side of the dining room
builtin refrigerator, soften the geometry of the floor plan. The other-

6 APRIL 1991+ HOME

wise flat_roofline is punctuated by clerestory
‘windows in both sections of the house and by a
skylight in the dining room.

Tin-roofed adobes dot the hills of New Mex-
ico; Davis adapted these traditional materials,
using adobe and brick-red metal roofing. To
minimize costs, the 10-inch-thick walls were
‘whitewashed but left unplastered on the inte-
rior, and handmade Mexican brick was used
stead of costly tile on the dining room floor.

Above: Unplastered, whitewashed adobe walls and
pine floors and beams n th ightledving room
<apture the spiri o Santa Fe and establish an
earthy contrast to th sleek, Eurostle urnishings.
Coffe table i thearcitect's design. Rght: Floor
plan consists of two rectangular spaces—a iving

Joined by a greenhouse dining room.
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uch budget-conscious moves allowed
the couple to splurge clsewhere. The
hen is equipped with sleck Euro-
pean fixtures. Suspended low-voltage lighting
by Ingo Maurer adds innovative sparkle (o the
decor. And high-quality yellow pine flooring
and ceiling beams create a sense of warmth.

The direct-gain solar design of the house
brings in sun through a variety of windows, sky-
lights and clerestories. Automatic louvers on the
dining room skylight open for sun and close for
insulation. Solar water storage tubes in the
guest bedroom capture thermal energy during
the day, then slowly release it into the room af-
ter sunset. Aside from the two fireplaces, the
homeowners' need for backup heat is minimal;
their highest electric bill during the last frigid
northern New Mexico winter was 90!

How have these transplanted Europeans
adapted? “In Germany, you purchase a home to
last a lifetime; in America there is the sense
that you purchase a house, then sell it.” notes
Michael. “But this house has a feeling of
manence. We could eventually build sctter
bedroom and never need to leave.”
Editor/writer:teve Holley phatographer: Domiique
v..un..‘ n,u“- Ikw:ym Youts

To achieve the rustic look of Mexican tile
at one-third the cost, handmade Mexican brick
is used to pave the greenhouse dining room.

byday,
lease it during the igh.

the greenhouse dining room, 3 louvered
W:wlhhnﬁwmuﬂ,ﬂiﬁxm
shade during the desert summers. Low-voltage

. page 114
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